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nummary 

Chinatown  is  a  small,  densely  populated  neighborhood  with  a  distinct 
Asian  character.   The  population  of  the  district  more  than  doubled  in  the 
1970s  due  to  an  influx  of  Chinese  and  Vietnamese  immigrants.   However,  the 
average  age  characteristics,  household  composition,  educational  attainment, 
and  labor  force  characteristics  of  Chinatown  residents  changed  little  between 
1970  and  1980. 

In  the  latter  year,  Chinatown  residents  tended  to  live  in  families,  with 
high  proportions  of  elderly  and  children,  and  have  low  income,  high 
participation  in  the  labor  force,  and  low  unemployment.   The  workforce 
remained  primarily  in  service  and  factory  occupations,  working  in  restaurants 
and  shops  and  garment  manufacturing  businesses.   Workplaces  in  Chinatown,  led 
by  restaurants,  shops  and  personal  services,  have  increased  in  number  and 
become  more  oriented  to  visitor  trade  that  serves  the  region's  growing  Asian 
population.   Numerous  small  manufacturers  have  closed  or  relocated  operations 
outside  of  the  neighborhood. 

The  housing  stock  of  Chinatown  also  doubled  during  the  1970s,  but  the 
growth  was  not  sufficient  to  accommodate  the  surge  in  population.  The  average 
number  of  persons  per  unit  increased  over  the  decade,  contrary  to  the  citywide 
trend,  and  the  number  of  over-crowded  housing  units  in  the  neighborhood 
increased  to  31  percent  of  all  occupied  units.  The  housing  stock  is  aging  and 
construction  since  1980  has  brought  only  39  new  and  31  renovated  housing  units 
to  Chinatown. 


Between  1980  and  1985,  Chinatown's  population  probably  did  not  continue 
its  rapid  increase  of  the  1970s.   In  the  1980s,  the  city's  Asian  population 
was  growing  substantially,  doubling  its  share  of  total  population  to  5 
percent,  with  the  growth  occurring  mainly  in  Allston-Brighton.   VJhile 
Chinatown,  with  its  cultural  integrity  and  convenient  job  opportunities  for 
Chinese-speaking  immigrants,  would  have  been  the  first  choice  as  a  home  for 
many  of  the  new  Asians  in  Boston,  the  neighborhood's  housing  shortage  pushes 
immigrants  toward  a  number  of  expanding  Asian  enclaves  in  less  densely  settled 
neighborhoods . 


II.   Population  of  Boston's  Chinatown  Neighborhood 

A.   Population  Characteristics 

Chinatown  is  a  small  neighborhood,  the  boundaries  of  which  do  not  conform 
to  any  geographic  units  in  available  data  bases.   The  closest  approximation  is 
a  compilation  of  blocks  within  census  tracts  defined  by  the  U.S.  Bureau  of  the 
Census.   See  shaded  area  in  Figure  1.   In  those  blocks,  the  population  in  1980 
was  3,641.   Eighty  percent  of  those  persons  were  Asian  and  Pacific  Islander. 
The  population  in  those  blocks  more  than  doubled  from  1970  to  1980.   See  Table 
1.   The  influx  was  led  by  Chinese  and  Vietnamese  immigrants,  largely  due  to  the 
United  States'  recognition  of  China  and  the  admission  of  Indo-Chinese  refugees 
beginning  in  1978.   Note  that  the  actual  population  in  Chinatown  may  have  been 
greater  than  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  reported,  due  to  reluctance  of  some 
immigrants  to  respond  to  a  government-sponsored  survey.   However,  the 
suspected  undercount  has  not  been  documented  or  estimated. 

For  more  detailed  information  on  the  inhabitants  of  Chinatown,  an  entire 
census  tract — number  702 — provides  a  reasonable  approximation  of  Chinatown. 
See  the  area  within  the  heavy  lines  in  Figure  1.   The  data  for  tract  702 
indicate  that  population  and  housing  grew  rapidly  in  the  1970s,  contrary  to 
the  citywide  trend.   Yet  most  of  the  characteristics  of  the  residents  did  not 
change  significantly.   Relative  improvements  in  family  income  and  poverty 
rates  were  the  notable  exception. 

Total  population  in  the  Chinatown  census  tract  increased  from  1,570  in 
1970  to  3,552  in  1980.   The  proportion  of  Asians  in  the  tract's  total 
population  increased  from  60  percent  in  1970  to  76  percent  in  1980.   See 
Table  2. 
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The  age  distribution  of  Chinatown's  population  in  1980  was  about  the  same 
as  the  age  distribution  of  the  city's  population.   This  was  a  result  of  a 
slight  change  in  Chinatown's  age  distribution  concurrent  with  a  marked  shift 
in  the  city's  age  distribution.   In  1970,  Chinatown  already  had  a  distribution 
that  was  dominated  by  adults  under  55  (64  percent).   Boston's  distribution 
shifted  from  54  percent  in  the  15-54  category  to  62  percent  in  that  category 
in  1980.   Regarding  children  under  15,  their  share  of  Chinatown's  population 
was  17  percent  in  1970  and  18  percent  in  1980.   In  the  city  as  a  whole,  the 
children's  share  decreased  from  24  percent  in  1970  to  17  percent  in  1980.   See 
Table  2. 

A  few  other  population  characteristics  are   noteworthy.   In  Chinatown's 
tract  702  in  1980,  six  out  of  every  ten  households  were  family  households, 
compared  to  five  of  ten  in  Boston  as  a  whole.   Married  couple  families  were 
much  more  common  in  Chinatown  (87  percent  of  all  families)  than  in  Boston  (64 
percent).   In  addition,  Chinatown's  role  as  a  home  to  many  newly-arrived  or 
first-generation  immigrants  is  evident,  as  61  percent  of  its  residents  were 
born  in  a  foreign  country,  compared  to  33  percent  in  1970.   See  Table  2. 

Educational  attainment  was  relatively  low  for  Chinatown  residents.   In 
1980  in  tract  702,  only  37  percent  of  the  adults,  25  years  and  older,  were 
high  school  graduates,  compared  to  more  than  two-thirds  in  the  city.   Only  45 
percent  of  Chinatown  adults  had  completed  any  years  of  high  school.   Contrary 
to  the  trend  in  Boston  as  a  whole,  educational  attainment  in  Chinatown  did  not 
improve  significantly  in  the  1970s.   In  tract  702  in  1970,  35  percent  of  all 
adults  were  high  school  graduates,  and  53  percent  had  completed  at  least  one 
year  of  high  school.   See  Table  3. 


B.   Labor  Force 

Labor  force  participation  among  the  Asian  population  in  Chinatown  (census 
tract  702)  was  66  percent  in  1980,  compared  to  60  percent  in  all  of  Boston. 
The  percent  of  Asian  adult  males  working  or  looking  for  work  was  78  percent, 
far  above  the  69  percent  rate  for  all  adult  males  in  the  city.   Asian  female 
labor  force  participation  rate  in  Chinatown  was  54  percent,  about  the  same  as 
the  rate  for  all  adult  females  in  the  city.   The  unemployment  rate  for  Asian 
males  in  Chinatown  was  low,  4.3  percent,  while  the  Asian  female  unemployment 
rate  was  relatively  high  at  10.6  percent.   Comparable  unemployment  rates  for 
males  and  females  in  Boston  were  7.1  and  5.0  percent,  respectively. 
Comparable  data  for  1970  are  not  available  except  for  the  unemployment  rate 
for  all  of  Chinatown's  labor  force  which  was  3.9  percent  compared  to  the  4.3 
percent  rate  for  Boston.   See  Table  4  and  5. 

In  1980,  the  majority  of  Chinatown's  1,581  working  residents  were  either 
service  workers  (37  percent  of  total)  or  factory  workers  (26  percent). 
Chinatown's  workforce  had  a  similar  emphasis  in  1970,  though  factory  workers 
had  gained  in  share  by  1980,  while  the  other  categories  had  diminished 
slightly  in  share.   See  Table  6. 

In  Chinatown  in  1970,  36  percent  of  all  working  Asian  residents  were 
employed  in  retail  trade,  including  restaurants,  and  another  20  percent  were 
employed  in  manufacturing,  including  garment  production.   The  other  Asian 
workers  were  distributed  among  the  educational,  health  and  professional 
services,  and  finance,  insurance  and  real  estate.   Despite  the  changes  in  the 
1970s  in  the  city's  economy  and  workforce  which  shifted  the  employment 
distribution  toward  services  and  finance  industries,  Chinatown's  workers  in 
1980  were  still  concentrated  in  wholesale  and  retail  trade,  44  percent  of 
total,  and  manufacturing,  24  percent.   See  Table  7. 


C.  Income 

Household  income  in  Chinatown  was  fairly  low  in  1979.   For  all  Asian 
households  in  tract  702,  the  median  income  was  $9,059,  or  only  72  percent  of 
the  Boston  median  ($12,530).   Fifty-eight  percent  of  all  households  earned 
less  than  $10,000  in  1979;  only  40  percent  of  all  Boston  households  had 
incomes  in  that  range. 

For  all  families  in  Chinatown,  the  median  income  in  1979  was  $10,553,  or 
66  percent  of  the  Boston  median,  $16,062.   That  represented  a  nominal 
increase,  but  a  relative  decrease  from  1969  when  the  median  family  income  in 
Chinatown  was  $6,781,  or  74  percent  of  the  citywide  median.   While  23  percent 
of  the  Chinatown  families  had  above  $10,000  in  income  in  1969,  44  percent  of 
all  Boston  families  had  incomes  above  $10,000.   See  Table  8. 

During  the  1970s,  the  incidence  of  poverty  among  families  in  Chinatown 
increased  from  15.6  percent  to  19.0  percent  in  1980.   Poverty  also  increased 
in  Chinatown  among  elderly  residents,  from  19.8  to  28.1  percent  over  the 
decade.   In  1980,  poverty  rates  in  Chinatown  were  higher  than  rates  for  all 
Asians  in  Boston  and  for  all  residents  of  the  city.   See  Table  8  and  9. 

The  low  income  of  Chinatown  residents  may  be  explained  partly  by  the 
prevalence  of  retail  and  service  jobs  in  the  area,  many  of  which  offer  low  pay 
and  part-time  work. 

D.  Housing 

Chinatown  is  a  densely-populated  neighborhood  dominated  by  renters.   The 
69-acre  census  tract  702  had  a  density  of  51.4  persons  per  acre,  compared  to 
30.0  in  the  South  End  and  17.6  in  the  city  as  a  whole.   In  1970,  the  density 
of  Chinatown  had  been  only  23  per  acre,  similar  to  the  city's  ratio  of  20  per 
acre. 


The  number  of  occupied  housing  units  in  Chinatown's  tract  702  more  than 
doubled  over  the  decade,  increasing  from  512  to  1,053.   Most  of  that  growth 
was  accomplished  with  a  few  large  apartment  buildings.   One  notable  addition 
to  the  stock  was  the  Chauncy  House  (1975),  with  87  new  dwelling  units  for 
elderly/low  income  residents.   Not  only  did  Chinatown  have  more  units  in  1980, 
the  average  number  of  persons  per  unit  increased  from  3.07  in  1970  to  3.37  in 
1980.   The  comparable  ratio  in  the  city  as  a  whole  decreased  from  2.75  persons 
per  unit  to  2.33  persons  per  unit  over  the  decade.   Further  the  number  of 
housing  units  in  Chinatown's  tract  702  that  were  over-crowded,  as  defined  by 
the  Bureau  of  the  Census,  increased  from  126,  or  25  percent  of  all  units,  to 
323  or  31  percent  of  all  units.   See  Table  10. 

In  1980,  95.2  percent  of  the  housing  units  were  renter-occupied,  and  only 
4.5  percent  of  the  housing  units  were  in  single-unit  structures.   In  1970, 
Chinatown  had  52  owner-occupied  units,  virtually  the  same  number  as  in  1980. 
The  growth  in  housing  units  occurred  in  the  rental  stock,  as  renter-occupied 
units  increased  from  460  in  1970  to  1,002  in  1980.   As  of  the  latter  year, 
two-thirds  of  Chinatown's  housing  units  were  in  structure  of  10  or  more  units, 
and  another  28  percent  were  in  structures  with  3  to  9  units. 

Average  housing  values  in  Chinatown  were  relatively  high  in  1980,  but 
average  rents  were  low  relative  to  Boston  averages.   Chinatown's  median 
housing  values  was  87  percent  higher  than  the  city  median  in  1980.   However, 
most  of  the  units  in  Chinatown  were  rented,  and  the  neighborhood's  median, 
$203,  was  92  percent  of  the  city  median  in  1980.   See  Table  11  and  12. 

Condominium  conversions  in  Chinatown  have  been  rare.   Through  the  end  of 
1986,  only  three  conversions  involving  a  total  of  35  units  have  occurred  in 
census  tract  702. 
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E.   Businesses 

Workplaces  in  Chinatown  are  included  in  zip  code  area  02111,  the  smallest 
geographic  unit  for  which  data  are  available.   As  shown  on  Table  13,  the 
Chinatown/Leather  District  supported  19,000  jobs  in  a  variety  of  business 
types.   In  1981,  manufacturing  accounted  for  4,300  jobs,  2,700  of  which  were 
in  apparel  and  other  textile  products.   Around  1,300  employees  had  jobs  in 
printing  and  publishing  and  electric  and  electronic  equipment.   Teradyne,  Inc. 
is  included  in  the  latter  category.   The  Economic  Development  and  Industrial 
Corporation  of  Boston  counted  4,060  manufacturing  employees  in  1983,  1,600  of 
which  were  in  apparel  production.   Since  then,  a  number  of  small  apparel 
manufacturers  have  relocated,  some  to  South  Boston's  Marine  Industrial  Park, 
Health,  educational  and  social  services  accounted  for  nearly  one-half  of  the 
area's  employment.   Tufts  New  England  Medical  Center  and  Action  for  Boston 
Community  Development  (ABCD)  are  included  in  the  services  employers.   Retail 
trade,  including  numerous  eating  and  drinking  places,  also  has  a  large 
presence  in  Chinatown. 

According  to  listing  by  local  merchants,  the  number  of  businesses  in 
Chinatown  increased  from  180  in  1980  to  242  in  1986.   Listings  have  increased 
most  for  "professional  and  special  services,"   restaurants,  and  other 
miscellaneous  retail  and  service  establishments.   Chinatown  had  a  diverse 
business  community  in  1986,  with  12  markets  and  grocery  stores,  52 
professional  and  special  services,  37  restaurants  and  bakeries,  39 
community-based  organizations,  50  wholesale  and  retail  trade  establishments 
and  other  services.   See  Table  14. 


Since  1975,  real  estate  development  in  Chinatown  has  been  dominated  by 
Tufts  New  England  Medical  Center.   Projects  in  1982  and  1983  added  over 
400,000  square  feet  of  facilities  with  a  construction  cost  of  $71  million. 
The  Teradyne  manufacturing  plant  in  1978,  160,000  square  feet  at  a  cost  of  $2 
million,  and  the  South  Cove  Manor  Nursing  Home  in  1985,  with  100  beds  and  $3.5 
million  in  construction  costs,  were  other  large  projects  in  the  South  End 
area  near  Chinatown.   Most  recently,  the  Chinese  Economic  Development 
Corporation  renovated  the  Boylston  Building  on  the  fringe  of  Chinatown,   The 
new  China  Trade  Center,  now  occupied,  has  36,000  square  feet  of  retail  space 
and  61,000  square  feet  of  office  space.   Visitor  and  tourist-oriented 
businesses  dominate  the  new  center. 

F.   Recent  Trends  and  Problems 

No  demographic  data  are  available  for  Chinatown  after  1980.   The  area  is 
too  small  to  be  distinguishable  in  the  BRA's  1985  household  survey.   However, 
data  for  Allston-Brighton,  South  End,  and  Boston  as  a  whole  shed  light  on 
likely  trends  in  Chinatown  in  first  half  of  the  1980s. 

1.   Housing  Shortage 

Chinatown's  housing  stock  has  no  room  for  expansion.   Unless  a  number  of 
the  neighborhood's  older,  multi-unit  structures  were  replaced  with  new  larger 
structures,  the  housing  stock  has  no  place  to  grow.   Families  have  doubled  up 
in  many  households  as  population  growth  has  not  been  fully  accommodated  with 
the  net  addition  of  less  than  50  dwelling  units  since  1980.   The  housing 
development  projects  listed  by  the  BRA  are  Oxford  Place:   39  new  low-income 
dwelling  units  at  13-25  Oxford  Street  (1984);  Hong  Lock  House:   26  renovated 
elderly/low  income  units  at  25-31  Essex  Street  (1983);  and  Chinagate  Housing 
Development:   15  renovated  units  at  7-15  Beach  Street  (1985). 


The  housing  shortage  in  Chinatown  apparently  has  been  coupled  with  low 
turnover  of  units.   Recent  Chinese  immigrants  have  tended  to  move  to 
Allston-Brighton,  Mission  Hill,  Fenway-Kenmore ,  and  Somerville,   Many  earlier 
immigrants  have  stayed  in  Chinatown  as  indicated  by  the  1980  age 
characteristics  of  the  Asian  population  in  Chinatown,  where  22  percent  of  the 
residents  were  ages  55  and  over,  and  Allston-Brighton,  where  the  comparable 
figure  was  6  percent. 

2.   Growth  in  Asian  Population  Pushed  to  Other  Neighborhoods 

Would  Chinatown's  rate  of  population  growth  have  continued  between  1980 
and  1985  if  sufficient  housing  had  been  available?   Most  likely,  Chinatown 
would  have  continued  to  grow  due  to  Boston's  continued  influx  of  Asians, 
coming  primarily  from  The  Peoples'  Republic  of  China  and  Taiwan.   In  the  city, 
the  Asian  population  increased  from  15,150  or  2.7  percent  of  the  total,  to  5 
percent  of  the  total,  or  around  30,000,  in  1985.   Housing  units  occupied  by 
Asian  households  increased  from  2.2  percent  of  all  units  in  the  city  in  1980 
to  5  percent  in  1985.   The  focal  point  of  growth  became  Allston-Brighton.   See 
Tables  15-23. 

The  bra's  1985  household  survey  indicates  that  the  Asian  population  in 
Allston-Brighton  expanded  to  12  percent  of  neighborhood's  residents  in  1985, 
from  6  percent  (12,664)  in  1980.   By  1985,  30  percent  of  the  city's  Asian 
population  lived  in  Allston-Brighton,  up  from  25  percent  in  1980. 

The  South  End  has  been  another  place  of  settlement  for  Asians  in  Boston, 
housing  8  percent  of  the  city's  Asian  population  in  1985.   The  South  End's 
Asian  population,  numbering  3,220  in  1980,  made  up  12  percent  of  the 
neighborhood's  population,  and,  in  1985,  made  up  about  the  same  proportion. 
In  1985,  six  percent  of  the  South  End's  housing  units  were  occupied  by  Asians. 


Although  Allston-Brighton  and  the  South  End  have  established  enclaves  of 
Asian  residents,  it  seems  likely  that  Chinatown,  with  its  distinct  Asian 
character,  employment  opportunities,  and  pre-dominance  of  Chinese  language, 
would  have  been  the  first  choice  as  a  place  of  residence  for  a  majority  of 
Asians  in  Boston.   However,  with  its  shortage  of  housing,  Chinatown  can 
accommodate  only  about  one  of  every  five  Asian  residents  in  Boston.   Most  new 
immigrants  will  settle  elsewhere  in  the  city,  finding  less  dense  settlement, 
more  open  space,  but  less  cultural  familiarity. 

G.   Traffic  and  Parking 

The  total  number  of  off-street  parking  spaces  in  Chinatown  was  1,573  in 
1981,  or  22.8  per  acre.   Most  of  those  spaces  were  in  institutions  in  the 
neighborhood.   Comparable  ratios  were  2.3  spaces  per  acre  in  the  South  End  and 
1.7  in  Boston.   See  Table  24. 

H.   Open  Space 

Chinatown  has  only  2.9  acres  of  open  space,  or  less  than  an  acre  per 
1,000  residents.   Comparable  ratios  in  the  Allston-Brighton,  the  South  End  and 
the  city  as  a  whole  are  1.2,  1.2,  and  3.9  acres  per  1,000  residents, 
respectively.   See  Table  24. 
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TABLE  1.   POPULATION  IN  CHINAT0V7N,  1970  AND  198  0 


All  Persons 

White 
Black 
Asian 
Other 


1970 

1980 

1980 

Percent 

Number 

Number 
3,641 

of 

Total 

1,589 

100.0 

NA 

539 

14.8 

NA 

152 

4.2 

1,200 

2,914 

80.0 

NA 

46 

1.3 

Hispanic 


NA 


40 


1.1 


Source:   U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  1970  and  1980. 

Represented  by  blocks  within  census  tracts: 


Tract 
702 

H 
II 
II 
II 

701 
II 


Block 

101-104 

111-119 

201-219 

317-319 

321 

217-218 

305-309 


TABLE  2.  POPULATION  CHARACTERISTICS  IN  CHINATOWN  *,  1970  AND  1980 


Total  Asian  Population  in  Boston 

Total  Population  in  Chinatown 

Asian  Population  in  Chinatown 
Percent  of  Chinatown 
Percent  of  Boston  Asians 

Total  Foreign-born  Population 
in  Chinatown 
Percent  of  Chinatown 

Chinatown: 

Age  Distribution,  Number 

Under  5 

5-14 

15-54 

55  and  over 

Age  Distribution,  Percent 
Under  5 
5-14 
15-54 
55  and  over 

Boston,  all  persons: 
Age  Distribution,  Number 

Under  5 

5-14 

15-54 

55  and  over 

Age  Distribution,  Percent 
Under  5 
5-14 
15-54 
55  and  over 


1970 

12,509 

1,570 

948 

60.4 

7.6 


565 
33.3 


99 

171 

1,004 

296 


6.3 
10.9 
63.9 
18.9 


49,927 
102,765 
343,769 
144,610 


7.8 
16.0 
53.6 
22.6 


1980 

16,298 

3,552 

2,712 
76.4 
16.6 


2,168 
61.0 


208 

435 

2,174 

735 


5.9 
12.2 
61.2 
20.7 


30,118 

65,575 

345,778 

121,523 


5.3 
11.6 
61.4 
21.6 


Change 
3,789 
1,982 
1,764 


1,603 


109 

264 

1,170 

439 


(19,809) 
(37,190) 

2,009 
(23,087) 


*  Represented  by  entire  census  tract  #  702. 
Source:   U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  1970  and  1980 


TABLE  3 


CHINATOWN 


EDUCATIONAL  ATTAINMENT  OF  ADULTS,  25  YEARS  AND  OVER, 
CHINATOWN  *  AND  BOSTON,  1970  AND  1980 


Persons  25  and  over 
Years  of  School  Completed: 
8  years  or  less 
1  to  3  years  high  school 
4  years  of  high  school 
1  to  3  years  college 
4  or  more  years  college 

High  school  graduates 


1980 
Number  Percent 


2,132 


784 


1970 
Number   Percent 


100.0 


36.8 


906 


313 


100.0 


,162 

54.5 

423 

46.7 

186 

8.7 

170 

18.8 

409 

19.2 

192 

21.2 

102 

4.8 

85 

9.4 

273 

12.8 

36 

4.0 

34.5 


1980 


1970 


CITY  OF  BOSTON 


Persons  2  5  and  over 
Years  of  School  Completed: 
8  years  or  less 
1  to  3  years  high  school 
4  years  of  high  school 
1  to  3  years  college 
4  or  more  years  college 

High  school  graduates 


Number   Percent 


330,650 

54,932 
49,407 
115,787 
43,451 
67,073 

226,311 


16, 
14, 
35, 
13, 
20 


Number   Percent 


100.0   350,564 


91,582 
71,511 
120,350 
30,876 
36,245 


68.4   187,471 


100.0 

26.1 
20.4 
34.3 
8.8 
10.3 

53.5 


*  Represented  by  entire  census  tract  #  702. 
Source:   U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  1970. 


TABLE  4.   LABOR  FORCE  CHARACTERISTICS,  CHINATOWN*  AND  BOSTON,  1980 


Labor  Force  Status: 
Persons  16  years  and  over 
Labor  force 

Percent  of  persons  16+ 
Civilian  labor  force 
Employed 
Unemployed 

Percent  of  civilian 
labor  force 


Chinatown 


Asians  in 
Chinatown 


Asians  in 
Boston 


2,921 
1,858 


5.6 


2,068 
1,364 


6.8 


12,687 
8,096 


63.6 

66.0 

63.8 

,674 

1,364 

8,029 

,581 

1,271 

7,618 

93 

93 

411 

5.2 


*  Represented  by  entire  census  tract  #  702. 
Source:   U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  1980. 

TABLE  5.   LABOR  FORCE  CHARACTERISTICS,  CHINATOWN*  AND  BOSTON,  1970 


Labor  Force  Status: 
Persons  16  years  and  over 
Labor  force 

Percent  of  persons  16+ 
Civilian  labor  force 
Employed 
Unemployed 

Percent  of  civilian 
labor  force 


Chinatown 


1,381 

744 

53.9 

744 

715 

29 

3.9 


Boston 


478,365 
280,017 
58.5 
278,607 
266,505 
12,102 

4.3 


*  Represented  by  entire  census  tract  #  702 
Source:   U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  197  0. 


TABLE  6.  OCCUPATIONS  OF  EMPLOYED  PERSONS  16  YEARS  AND  OVER,  CHINAT0V7N  * 


Chinatown  Asians,  198  0 

Occupation 

Employed  persons  16  years  and  over 
Managerial  and  professional 
Technical,  Sales,  Admin,  support 
Service  occupations 
Fishing,  horticultural 

Precision  production,  craft  and  repair 
Operators,  fabricators,  laborers 

Boston  Asians,  1980 


Occupation 

Employed  persons  16  years  and  over 
Managerial  and  professional 
Technical,  Sales,  Admin,  support 
Service  occupations 
Fishing,  horticultural 

Precision  production,  craft  and  repair 
Operators,  fabricators,  laborers 

Chinatown,  all  ethnic  groups 

Occupation,  in  percent  of  total 

Employed  persons  16  years  and  over 
Managerial  and  professional 
Technical,  Sales,  Admin,  support 
Service  occupations 
Fishing,  horticultural 

Precision  production,  craft  and  repair 
Operators,  fabricators,  laborers 


Number 

1,271 
183 
233 
491 
8 
66 
290 


Number 

7,618 
1,688 
1,875 
2,326 
22 
221 
1,486 


1970 


Percent 


100. 
18. 
22. 
39. 

1, 

3, 

15, 


100, 
14, 
18, 
38, 

0, 
5, 


22.8 


Percent 


100, 
22, 
24, 
30. 
0, 
2 
19 


1980 


100, 

15, 

20, 

36, 

0, 

4 


21.8 


*  Represented  by  entire  census  tract  #  7  02. 
Source:   U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  1970  and  1980 


TABLE  7.   INDUSTRY  OF  WORK,  CHINATOWN  *  AND  BOSTON,  1980 
Chinatown  Number   Percent 


Employed  Persons  16  and  over 
Manufacturing 

Wholesale  and  retail  trade 
Professional  and  related  services 
Government 
Other 

City  of  Boston 


Employed  Persons  16  and  over 
Manufacturing 

Wholesale  and  retail  trade 
Professional  and  related  services 
Government 
Other 


1,581 

100.0 

371 

23.5 

694 

43.9 

249 

15.7 

171 

10.8 

96 

6.1 

Number 

Percent 

256,047 

100.0 

36,521 

14.3 

43,137 

16.8 

80,913 

31.6 

50,400 

19.7 

45,076 

17.6 

*  Represented  by  entire  census  tract  #  7  02. 
Source:   U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  1980. 


TABLE  8.  INCOME  AND  POVERTY  OF  ASIANS 

IN  CHINATOWN  *  AND  BOSTON,  198  0 

Asians  in  Chinatown,  1980 


Households 
Income  in  1979: 
Less  than  $5,000 
$5,000  to  $7,499 
$7,500  to  $9,999 
$10,000  to  $14,999 
$15,000  to  $19,999 
$20,000  to  $24,999 
$25,000  to  $34,999 
$35,000  to  $49,999 
$50, 000  or  more 
Median  household  income 
Mean  household  income 

Families 

Median  family  income 

Mean  family  income 

Per  capita  income  $4,017 

Percent  of  Families  Below  Poverty  Level    20.2 

Percent  of  Persons  Below  Poverty  Level     2  4.0 

Percent  of  Persons  65  and  Over 

Below  Poverty  Level  31.5 


Nun 

[iber 

Percent 

893 

100.0 

205 

23.0 

128 

14.3 

182 

20.4 

124 

13.9 

115 

12.9 

54 

6.0 

42 

4.7 

18 

2.0 

25 

2.8 

$9, 

,059 

$12, 

,312 
653 

$10 

,027 

$14 

,105 

TABLE  8.  (CONTINUED) 


Chinatown,  1980 
All  Ethnic  Groups 

Households 
Income  in  1979: 
Less  than  $5,000 
$5,000  to  $7,499 
$7,500  to  $9,999 
$10,000  to  $14,999 
$15,000  to  $19,999 
$20,000  to  $24,999 
$25,000  to  $34,999 
$35,000  to  $49,999 
$50, 000  or  more 
Median  household  income 
Mean  household  income 

Families 

Median  family  income 

Mean  family  income 


Per  capita  income  $4,580 

Percent  of  Families  Below  Poverty  Level 

Percent  of  Persons  Below  Poverty  Level 

Percent  of  Persons  65  and  Over 
Below  Poverty  Level 

*  Represented  by  entire  census  tract  #  702 

Source:   U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  1980. 


Number 

Percent 

1,078 

100.0 

256 

23.7 

150 

13.9 

190 

17.6 

168 

15.6 

154 

14.3 

54 

5.0 

51 

4.7 

18 

1.7 

37 

3.4 

$9,250 

$12,832 

693 

$10,553 

$14,303 

19.0 
24.0 

28.1 


TABLE  8.  (CONTINUED) 
City  of  Boston 


Households 
Income  in  1979: 
Less  than  $5,000 
$5,000  to  $7,499 
$7,500  to  $9,999 
$10,000  to  $14,999 
$15,000  to  $19,999 
$20,000  to  $24,999 
$25,000  to  $34,999 
$35,000  to  $49,999 
$50,000  or  more 
Median  household  income 
Mean  household  income 

Families 

Median  family  income 

Mean  family  income 


Per  capita  income  $4,697 

Percent  of  Families  Below  Poverty  Level    16.6 

Percent  of  Persons  Below  Poverty  Level      22.4 
Percent  of  Persons  65  and  Over 

Below  Poverty  Level  18.4 

*  Represented  by  entire  census  tract  #  702. 

Source:   U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  198  0. 


Asians  All  Persons 


Number 

Percent 

Number 

Percent 

4,991 

100.0 

219,024 

100.0 

1,026 

20.6 

45,032 

20.6 

461 

9.2 

22,511 

10.3 

624 

12.5 

20,819 

9.5 

861 

17.3 

37,297 

17.0 

638 

12.8 

29,644 

13.5 

556 

11.1 

21,649 

9.9 

483 

9.7 

23,692 

10.8 

269 

5.4 

12,349 

5.6 

73 

1.5 

6,031 

2.8 

$12,136 

$12,530 

$14,669 

$16,212 

3,344 

117,832 

$14,432 

$16,062 

$16,779 

$19,415 

$6,555 


16.7 
20.2 
12.9 


TABLE  9.  INCOME  AND  POVERTY  OF  FAMILIES 
IN  CHINATOWN  *  AND  BOSTON,  1970 


Chinatown,  1970 

Families  reporting  income 
Income  in  1969: 
Less  than  $4,000 
$4,000  to  $6,999 
$7,000  to  $9,999 
$10,000  to  $14,999 
$15,000  to  $24,999 
$25, 000  or  more 
Median  family  income 
Mean  family  income 


Percent  of  Families  Below  Poverty  Level 

Percent  of  Persons  65  and  Over 
Below  Poverty  Level 


Number 

Percent 

262 

100.0 

43 

16.4 

95 

36.3 

65 

24.8 

43 

16.4 

16 

6.1 

0 

0.0 

$6,781 

$7,488 

15.6 


19.8 


Boston,  1970 

Families  reporting  income 
Income  in  1969: 
Less  than  $4,000 
$4,000  to  $6,999 
$7,000  to  $9,999 
$10,000  to  $14,999 
$15,000  to  $24,999 
$25,000  or  more 
Median  family  income 
Mean  family  income 


Percent  of  Families  Below  Poverty  Level 

Percent  of  Persons  65  and  Over 
Below  Poverty  Level 


Number 

Perce 

in 

142,019 

100. 

,0 

22,768 

16. 

,0 

26,228 

18, 

.5 

30,803 

21, 

.7 

36,456 

25, 

.7 

20,986 

14, 

.8 

4,778 

3, 

.4 

$9,133 

$10,272 

11.7 


15.3 


*  Represented  by  entire  census  tract  #  702. 
Source:   U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  1970. 


TABLE  9.  INCOME  AND  POVERTY  OF  FAMILIES 
IN  CHINATOWN  *  AND  BOSTON,  197  0 


Chinatown,  1970 

Families  reporting  income 
Income  in  1969: 
Less  than  $4,000 
$4,000  to  $6,999 
$7,000  to  $9,999 
$10,000  to  $14,999 
$15,000  to  $24,999 
$25, 000  or  more 
Median  family  income 
Mean  family  income 


Number 

262 

43 

95 

65 

43 

16 

0 

$6,781 

$7,488 


Percent  of  Families  Below  Poverty  Level 

Percent  of  Persons  65  and  Over 
Below  Poverty  Level 


Percent 


100.0 


16, 
36, 


6, 
0, 


24.8 
16.4 


15.6 


19.8 


Boston,  1970 

Families  reporting  income 
Income  in  1969: 
Less  than  $4,000 
$4,000  to  $6,999 
$7,000  to  $9,999 
$10,000  to  $14,999 
$15,000  to  $24,999 
$25,000  or  more 
Median  family  income 
Mean  family  income 


Percent  of  Families  Below  Poverty  Level 

Percent  of  Persons  65  and  Over 
Below  Poverty  Level 


Number 

Percent 

142,019 

100.0 

22,768 

16.0 

26,228 

18.5 

30,803 

21.7 

36,456 

25.7 

20,986 

14.8 

4,778 

3.4 

$9,133 

$10,272 

11.7 


15.3 


*  Represented  by  entire  census  tract  #  702 
Source:   U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  197  0. 


TABLE  10.   HOUSING  IN  CHINATOWN  *,  198  0 


All  Chinatown   Chinatown  Asians 


Percent 

Percent 

of  Total 

of  Total 

Number 

Occupied 

Number 

Occupied 

Total  Year-Round  Housing 

Units 

1,184 

Total  Occupied  Housing 

Units 

1,053 

100.0 

862 

100.0 

Owner-occupied  units 

51 

4.8 

62 

7.2 

Renter-occupied 

units 

1,002 

95.2 

800 

92.8 

Vacant  housing  units 

131 

12.4 

Vacant  for  rent 

71 

6.7 

Persons  in  unit  (median) 

2.33 

2.74 

Over-crowded (over  1  person  per  room) 

323 

30.7 

318 

36.6 

Median  value  of  owner-occupied  units 

$67,500 

$62,500 

Median  contract  rent 

$203 

$192 

Units  in  structure: 

1,  detached  or  attached 

47 

4.0 

41 

4.8 

2 

16 

1.4 

5 

0.6 

3  and  4 

179 

15.3 

151 

17.7 

5  to  9 

146 

12.4 

69 

8.1 

10  to  49 

186 

15.9 

91 

10.6 

50  or  more 

599 

51.1 

498 

58.2 

Year  Structure  Built: 

1979  to  March  1980 

0 

0.0 

0 

0.0 

1975  to  1978 

223 

18.9 

171 

19.8 

1970  to  1974 

418 

35.4 

381 

44.2 

1960  to  1969 

51 

4.3 

28 

3.2 

1950  to  1959 

62 

5.3 

7 

0.8 

1940  to  1949 

41 

3.5 

25 

2.9 

1939  or  earlier 

385 

32.6 

250 

29.0 

Vehicles  available: 

none 

751 

71.7 

616 

71.5 

1 

269 

25.7 

224 

26.0 

2 

28 

2.7 

22 

2.6 

3  or  more 

0 

0.0 

0 

0.0 

*  Represented  by  entire  census  tract  #  7  02. 
Source:   U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  1980. 


TABLE  11.   HOUSING  IN  BOSTON,  FOR  ALL  RESIDENTS  AND  ASIAN  RESIDENTS,  198 


City  of  Boston   Asians  in  Boston 


Total  Year-Round  Housing  Units 
Total  Occupied  Housing  Units 
Owner-occupied  units 
Renter-occupied  units 
Vacant  housing  units 
Vacant  for  rent 


Persons  in  unit  (median) 
Over-crowded (over  1  person  per  room) 
Median  value  of  owner-occupied  units  $67,500 
Median  contract  rent 


Units  in  structure: 

1,  detached  or  attached 

2 

3  and  4 

5  to  9 

10  to  49 

50  or  more 
Year  Structure  Built: 

1979  to  March  1980 

1975  to  1978 

1970  to  1974 

1960  to  1969 

1950  to  1959 

1940  to  1949 

1939  or  earlier 

Vehicles  available: 
none 
1 
2 
3  or  more 


*  Represented  by  entire  census  tract  #  702 
Source:   U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  1980. 


Percent 

Percent 

of  Total 

of  Total 

Number 

Occupied 

Number 

Occupied 

1,184 

1,053 

100.0 

862 

100.0 

51 

4.8 

62 

7.2 

1,002 

95.2 

800 

92.8 

131 

12.4 

71 

6.7 

2.33 

2.74 

323 

30.7 

1184 

25.0 

167,500 

$45,600 

$203 

$221 

47 

4.0 

41 

4.8 

16 

1.4 

5 

0.6 

179 

15.3 

151 

17.7 

146 

12.4 

69 

8.1 

186 

15.9 

91 

10.6 

599 

51.1 

498 

58.2 

0 

0.0 

0 

0.0 

223 

18.9 

171 

19.8 

418 

35.4 

381 

44.2 

51 

4.3 

28 

3.2 

62 

5.3 

7 

0.8 

41 

3.5 

25 

2.9 

385 

32.6 

250 

29.0 

751 

71.7 

616 

71.5 

269 

25.7 

224 

26.0 

28 

2.7 

22 

2.6 

0 

0.0 

0 

0.0 

TABLE  12.  HOUSING  IN  CHINATOWN  *,  1970 


Total  Year-Round  Housing  Units 
Total  Occupied  Housing  Units 
Owner-occupied  units 
Renter-occupied  units 
Vacant  housing  units  for  rent 

Persons  per  occupied  housing  unit 
Over-crowded  units  (over  1  person  per  room) 
Median  value  of  owner-occupied  units 
Median  contract  rent 

Units  in  structure: 

1,  detached  or  attached 

2 

3  and  4 

5  to  4  9 

50  or  more 

Year  Structure  Built: 

1969  to  1970 

1965  to  1968 

1960  to  1964 

1950  to  1959 

1940  to  1949 

1939  or  earlier 


of  Total 

Number 

Occupied 

571 

512 

100.0 

52 

10.2 

460 

89.8 

42 

4.0 

1.8 

126 

24.6 

$11,900 

$103 

22 

3.7 

46 

7.8 

242 

40.9 

235 

39.8 

46 

7.8 

0 

0.0 

7 

1.1 

7 

1.1 

55 

9.3 

24 

4.1 

498 

84.3 

*  Represented  by  entire  census  tract  #  702 
Source:   U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  1970. 


TABLE    13 


BOSTCN    NEIGhBOHHQOD  BUSINESS    PATTERNS 

NUMBER    CF    ESTABLISHhENTS  AND    NUMBER    OF    EMPLOYEES 
BY    TYPE    Of     BUSINESS,     1981 

ZIP    CODE  AREA    t;2111 

SIC          TYPE    CF    BUSINESS  ESTABLISHMENTS               EMPLOYEES 

AGRI.&    MINING  B  0 

CONSTRUCTION  6  lEfc) 

15  GENERAL    CONTRACTORS  4  84 

16  HEAVY    CONSTRUCTION  0  0 

17  SPECIAL    TRADE    CONTRACTORS  2  17 
MANUFACTURING  118  4,312 

20  FOOD    &    KINDRED    PRODUCTS  3  50 

21  TOBACCO    MANUFACTURES  0  C 

22  TEXTILE    MILL    PRODUCTS  2  36 
2.3                    APPAREL    &    CTfiER    TEXTILE  73  2,700 

24  LUMBER    &    WOOD  0  0 

25  FURNITURE    &     FIXTURES  1  34 

26  PAPER    &    ALLIED    PRODUCTS  0  0 

27  PRINTING    &    PUBLISHING  26  704 

28  CHEMICALS  0  0 

29  PETROLEUM    &    COAL    PRODUCTS  0  0 

30  RUBBER    S,    PLASTICS  1  14 

31  LEATHER  4  57 

32  STONE, CLAY  &  GLASS  0  0 

33  PRIMARY  METALS  1  2 

34  tABRICATED  METAL  0  0 

35  MACHINERY  EX.  ELECTRICAL  2  21 

36  ELECTRIC  &  ELECTHUMC  EQUIPMENT  1  642 

37  TRANSPORTATION  ECUIPNENT  0  0 

38  INSTRUMENTS  1  7 

39  MISCELLANEOUS  MANUI ACTLK ING  5  4  5 
TRANSP.&  PUb.U.  8  925 

41         LOCAL  TRANSIT  0  0 

i2                    TRUCKING  &    WAREHOUSING  1  14 

44  'aATER  TRANSPORTATION  0  0 

45  TRANSPORTATION  BY  AIR  0  0 

47  TRANSPORTATION  SERVICES  5  187 

48  COMMUNICATION  2  724 

49  ELLC1RIC,CAS  &  fAMTARY  SERVICES  0  0 

CONTINUED  NEXT  FACE 


ZIP  CODE  AREA  02111 
CONTINUED 

SIC    TYPE  OF  BUSINESS                       ESTABLISHMENTS  EMPLOYEES 

WHOLESALE  TRADE  153  1,288 

50  WHOLESALE  TRADE-DURAE LE  39  389 

51  WHOLESALE  TRADE-NONDURABLE  114  899 
RETAIL  TRADE  166  1, 619 

52  BUILDING  MATERIALS  &  GARDEN  2  9 

53  GENERAL  MERCHANDISE  STORES  3  7 

54  FOOD  STORES  15  305 

55  AUTOMOTIVE  DEALERS  &  SERVICE  <^  <d 

56  APPAREL  &  ACCESSORY  STORES  4  3  407 

57  FURNITURE  &  HOME  FURNISHINGS  8  75 

58  EATING  &  DRINKING  PLACES  46  535 

59  MISCELLANEOUS  RETAIL  50  281 
FINANCE-INS. -R.E.  35  l,t;50 

60  BANKING  3  62 

61  CREDIT  AGENCIES  4  50 

62  SECURITY, COMMODITY  hHCKEHS  2  176 

63  INSURANCE  CARRIERS  1  2 

64  INSURANCE  AGENTS , BROKERS  2  5 

65  REAL  ESTATE  18  378 

66  COMBINED  REAL  ESTATE- I NSURANCE  0  C 

67  HOLDING  &  OTHER  INVESTMENT  6      '  378 
SERVICES  183  2,724 

70        HOTELS  &  OTHER  LCDCINC  3  108 

72  PERSONAL  SERVICES  17  106 

73  BUSINESS  SERVICES                 »  32  935 

75  AUTO  REPAIR  IS  100 

76  MISCELLANEOUS  REPAIR  6  62 

78  MOTION  PICTURES  16  189 

79  AMUSEMENT  &  RECREATION  11  84 

80  HEALTH  SERVICES  7  2,554 

81  LEGAL  SERVICES  11  99 

82  EDUCATIONAL  SERVICES  :  2,116 

83  SOCIAL  SERVICES  U  2,503 
8  4  MUSEUMS  ^-  B 
86  MEMBERSHIP  ORGANIZATIONS  35  317 
89        MISCELLANEOUS  SERVICES  14  552 

NONCLASSIFIABLE  ES  TA  f- LIS  HM  ENTS  2C  71 

TOTAL  689  19,091 

PERCENT  CF  SUFFOLK  CCUNTY  4.1  4.2 

SOURCE:  U.S.  BUREAU  CF  THE  CENSUS,  COUNTY  BUSINESS  PATTERNS,  1981. 


TABLE  14.   BUSINESSES  IN  CHINATOWN,  1980  AND  1986 

Business  Type 

Markets  and  grocery  stores 

Community-based  organizations 

Wholesale  and  retail  trade 

Restaurants  and  bakeries 

Gift  shops,  jewelry  stores, 
and  travel  agencies 

Professional  and  special  services 

Cultural  and  entertainment  facilities, 

including  book  stores  and  martial  arts  clubs 

Others,  inlcuding  drug  stores,  beauty  parlors,  29       37 

barbers,  banks,  and  religious  institutions 

Total  Chinatown  Businesses  180      242 

Source:   Annual  business  list  published  by  Chinatown  merchants. 


1980 

1986 

9 

12 

37 

39 

35 

35 

29 

37 

10 

15 

16 

52 

15 

15 

TABLE  15.   POPULATION  CHARACTERISTICS  OF  BOSTON,  1970-1985 

Boston 

1985 
1970       1980     1985      N 

GENERAL  

Total  population  in  Boston  641,056    562,994      NA 

Total  Asian  population  in  Boston       8,443     15,150      NA 

Total  foreign-born  population  NA      87,056      NA 

%  of  total  population  NA         15%      21% 

Asian  population  in  Boston  8,443     15,150      NA 

%  of  total  Boston  population  1.3%      2.7%      5%    3,252 

(.42) 

AGE 

Asian  population  in  Boston  under  5      NA       1,127      NA 

%  of  total  Asian  population  in  Boston   NA  7%       9%       158 

(2.5) 
Under  15  NA       3,3  44      NA 

%  of  total  NA         21%      10%       158 

55  and  over  NA       1,815      NA 

%  of  total  NA         12%       5%       158 

HOUSING 

Total  occupied  units  in  Boston 
Units  occupied  by  Asian  householders 
%  of  total  occupied  units 

Total  family  households 
%  of  total  households 

Total  Asian  family  households 
%  of  total  Asian  households 

persons  per  occupied  housing  unit 

Total  over-crowded  units 
%  of  all  occupied  units 

Units  lacking  some  or  all  plumbing 

facilities 
%  of  all  occupied  units 

N  =  number  of  cases  in  survey  sample  for  variable. 
(  )  =  standard  error  of  the  estimate. 
NA  =  not  available. 

Source:   U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  1970  and  1980. 

Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  and  Neighborhood  Development  and 
Employment  Agency,  1985  Household  Survey,  conducted  by  the 
Center  for  Survey  Research. 


217,622 

218,457 

NA 

NA 

5,034 

NA 

NA 

2.3% 

5% 

1,326 

140,966 

116,374 

NA 

64.8% 

53.3% 

54% 
(1.5) 

1,302 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

49% 

61 

NA 

2.4 

2.45 

1,343 

16,462 

11,282 

NA 

7.6% 

5.2% 

4% 

1,336 

12,852 

5,359 

NA 

5.9% 

2.5% 

NA 

16.0 

18.4 

NA 

28.8 

20.9 

NA 

22.5 

26.4 

NA 

TABLE  16.   EMPLOYMENT  AND  INCOME,  CITY  OF  BOSTON,  1970-1985 

Boston 

1970       1980     1985      N 

Employinent 

total  labor  force  278,607  275,571  NA 

%  of  person  over  16  NA  60%  NA 

UnemploYinent  rate  4.3%  6.1%  6.2%   1723 

Asian  labor  force  unemployment  rate  NA  5.1%  NA 

Income 

%  of  (Asian)  families  below  poverty 

level  NA      NA       47%      27 

%  of  unrelated  Asians  below 

poverty  level  NA      NA       10%      37 

Occupational  Structure  of  Employed 
labor  force 

%  of  service  occupation 

%  of  operators,  labors,  and  etc. 

%  of  mangerials  &  professionals 

%  of  technical  sales  and 

administrative  support  32.6       34.3      NA 

Occupational  Structure  of  Employed 
Asian  force 

%  of  employees  in  service  occupations     NA        39      36      NA 
%  of  employees  in  operators,  labors, 

and  etc.  NA        21       17      NA 

%  of  mangerials  &  professional  NA        16       34      NA 

%  of  technical  sales  and 

administrative  support  NA        24      12      NA 

Industrial  Structure  of  Employed 
Asian  force 

%  of  employees  in  manufacturing  of 
non-durable  goods 

%  in  educational  services 

%  in  health  services 

%  in  other  professional  services 

%  in  manufacturing  durable  goods 

%  in  finance,  insurance,  real  estate 

%  in  retail 

N  =  number  of  cases  in  survey  sample  for  variable. 
(  )  =  standard  error  of  the  estimate. 
NA  =  not  available. 

Source:   U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  1970  and  1980. 

Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  and  Neighborhood  Development  and 
Employment  Agency,  1985  Household  Survey,  conducted  by  the 
Center  for  Survey  Research. 


NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

TABLE  17.   DENSITY  IN  THE  CITY  OF  BOSTON,  1970-1985 
DENSITY  COMPARISON 


Population  Density 

persons  per  gross  acre 

Dwelling  Units  Density 
units  per  gross  acre 

Household  Density 

Median  of  persons  per  housing  unit 

Persons  per  unit 

%  of  units  overcrowded 

Median  no.  of  rooms  per  unit 

Persons  per  family 

Total  families 

%  of  all  occupied  units 


Boston 


1970 

21.2 

7.7 

NA 

2.7 

8 

NA 

NA 

140,966 
64.8 


1980 

18.6 

8.0 

1.96 

2.4 

4 

4.4 

3.3 

117,832 
53.3 


1985 


NA 


8.2 


2.1 

2.5 

4 

4.6 

(.6) 

3.3 

.06) 

NA 

NA 


N 

NA 

NA 

1,336 
1,343 
1,336 

1,335 

709 


Open  Space  Density 

acres  per  1000  population 


5.0 


NA 


NA 


NA 
NA 

NA 


NA 
NA 

NA 


NA 
NA 

NA 


Parking  Density 

Total  number  of  off-street  parking 
Total  number  of  on-street  parking 

Parking  spaces  per  gross  acre 

Total  number  of  resident/visitor 

parking  space 
%  of  all  parking  spaces 

Occupied  housing  units  with  1  or 

cars 
%  of  total  units 

Ratio  between  resident/visitor 
Parking  spaces  and  housing  units 

N  =  number  of  cases  in  survey  sample  for  variable. 
(  )  =  standard  error  of  the  estimate. 
NA  =  not  available. 

Source:   U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  1970  and  1980. 

Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  and  Neighborhood  Development  and 
Employment  Agency,  1985  Household  Survey,  conducted  by  the 
Center  for  Survey  Research. 


NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

123,629 

NA 

NA 

57 

61 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

TABLE  18.   POPULATION  CHARACTERISTICS  OF  ALLSTON-BRIGHTON,  1970-1985 

1970     1980     1985     N 

GENERAL  

Total  population  in  Allston-Brighton 
Total  Asian  population  in  Boston 

Total  foreign-born  population 
%  of  total  population 

Asian  population  in  Allston-Brighton 
%  of  total  Asian  population  in  Boston 

%  of  total  Allston-Brighton  population 

AGE 

Asian  population  under  5  in  Allston-Brighton 
%  of  Asian  population  in  Allston-Brighton 

Under  15 
%  of  total 

55  and  over 
%  of  total 

HOUSING 

Total  occupied  units  in  Allston-Brighton 
Units  occupied  by  Asian  householders 
%  of  total  occupied  units 

Total  family  households 
%  of  total  occupied  units 

Total  asian  family  householders 
%  of  total  units  occupied  by  Asian 
householders 

persons  per  occupied  housing  unit 

Total  over-crowded  units 
%  of  all  occupied  units 

Units  lacking  some  or  all  plumbing 

facilities 
%  of  all  occupied  units 

Units  with  less  than  one  complete 

bathroom  plus  half  bath 
%  of  total  occupied  units 

N  =  number  of  cases  in  survey  sample  for  variable. 
(  )  =  standard  error  of  the  estimate. 
NA  =  not  available. 

Source:   See  Table  15. 


63,657 
8,443 

65,264 

15,150 

NA 
NA 

NA 
NA 

NA 
NA 

12664 
19% 

NA 
25% 

NA 
NA 

1,295 

15.3% 

2.0% 

3,784 
25% 

5.8% 

30% 
(4.0) 

12% 
(1.8) 

158 

404 

NA 

NA 

NA 
NA 

321 
8% 

942 
24% 

NA 

13% 
(5.3) 
NA 
4% 

48 
48 

NA 
NA 

244 
6% 

NA 

48 

24,544 
NA 
NA 

28,127 

1,029 

3.7% 

NA 
NA 
10.0% 

192 

13,218 
53.9% 

10,479 
33.4% 

28% 

188 

NA 
NA 

761 
74% 

30% 

20 

NA 

2.1 

2.1 

1,102 
4.5% 

951 
3.4% 

4.0% 

192 

381 

1.6% 

415 

1.5% 

NA 

NA 

NA 
NA 

25,958 
92.3% 

NA 
NA 

TABLE  19.   EMPLOYMENT  AND  INCOME,  ALLSTON-BRIGHTON,  1970-1985 


1970 


1980 


1985 


Employment 

total  labor  force 

%  of  person  over  16 

Unemployment  rate 

Asian  labor  force  unemployment  rate 

Income 

%  of  (Asian)  families  below  poverty 

level 
%  of  unrelated  Asians  below 

poverty  level 

Occupational  Structure  of  Employed 

labor  force 

%  of  service  occupation 
%  of  operators,  labors,  and  etc. 
%  of  mangerials  &  professionals 
%  of  technical  sales  and  administrative 
support 

Occupational  Structure  of  Employed 
Asian  force 

%  of  employees  in  service  occupations 
%  of  employees  in  operators,  labors, 

and  etc. 
%  of  mangerials  &  professional 
%  of  technical  sales  and  administrative 
support 

Industrial  Structure  of  Employed 
Asian  force 

%  of  employees  in  manufacturing  of 
non-durable  goods 

%  in  educational  services 

%  in  health  services 

%  in  other  professional  services 

%  in  manufacturing  durable  goods 

%  in  finance,  insurance,  real  estate 

%  in  retail 


32,406   36,802      NA 
62.2% 
4.2%     4.8%     3.0% 


NA 

NA 

NA 
NA 

NA 

NA 

12.7 
19.2 
31.9 

36.1 


NA 

NA 
NA 

NA 


15.2 
13.8 
34.7 

36.3 


NA 

NA 
NA 

NA 


NA 

NA 
NA 

NA 


NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

N  =  number  of  cases  in  survey  sample  for  variable. 
(  )  =  standard  error  of  the  estimate. 
NA  =  not  available. 


Source:   U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  1970  and  1980. 

Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  and  Neighborhood  Development  and 
Employment  Agency,  1985  Household  Survey,  conducted  by  the 
Center  for  Survey  Research. 


TABLE  20.   DENSITY  IN  ALLSTON-BRIGHTON,  1970-1985 

1970    1980 


Population  Density 

persons  per  gross  acre 

Dwelling  Units  Density 
units  per  gross  acre 

Household  Density 

Median  of  persons  per  housing  unit 

Persons  per  unit 

%  of  overcrowded  units 

Median  no.  of  rooms  per  unit 

Persons  per  family 

Total  families 

%  of  all  occupied  units 


21.8 

8.7 

NA 

2.1 

4 

NA 

NA 


22.4 

10.1 

1.79 

2.1 

3 

NA 

3.0 


13,218  10,448 
53.9    33.4 


1985 
NA 

10.4 


1.8 

2.5 

3 

3.8 
1.5) 

3.0 

(.3) 

NA 


N 


194 

194 
52 


Open  Space  Density 

acres  per  1000  population 


5.0 


Parking  Density 

Total  number  of  off-street  parking 
Total  number  of  on-street  parking 

Parking  spaces  per  gross  acre 

Total  number  of  resident/visitor 

parking  space 
%  of  all  parking  spaces 

Occupied  housing  units  with  1  or 

cars 
%  of  total  units 

Ratio  between  resident/visitor 
Parking  spaces  and  housing  units 


NA 
NA 

NA 


NA 
NA 

NA 


NA 
NA 

NA 


NA      NA 

NA 

NA      NA 

NA 

NA  17,749 

NA      NA 

NA      NA 

NA 

NA      NA 

NA 

66 


N  =  number  of  cases  in  survey  sample  for  variable. 
(  )  =  standard  error  of  the  estimate. 
NA  =  not  available. 

Source:   U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  1970  and  1980. 

Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  and  Neighborhood  Development  and 
Employment  Agency,  1985  Household  Survey,  conducted  by  the 
Center  for  Survey  Research. 


TABLE  21.   POPULATION  CHARACTERISTICS  OF  THE  SOUTH  END,  1970-1985 

1985 
1970    1980    1985 
GENERAL 

Total  population  in  South  End 
Total  Asian  population  in  Boston 

Total  foreign-born  population 
%  of  total  population 

Asian  population  in  South  End 

%  of  total  Asian  population  in  Boston 

%  of  total  South  End  population 

AGE 

Asian  population  in  South  End  under  5 
%  or  total  Asian  population  in 

Under  15 
%  of  total 

55  and  over 
%  of  total 

HOUSING 

Total  occupied  units  in  South  End 
Units  occupied  by  Asian  householders 
%  of  total  occupied  units 

Total  family  households 
%  of  total  occupied  units 

Total  asian  family  householders 
%  of  total  units  occupied  by  Asian 
householders 

persons  per  occupied  housing  unit 

Total  over-crowded  units 
%  of  all  occupied  units 

Units  lacking  some  or  all  plumbing 

facilities 
%  of  all  occupied  units 

Units  with  less  than  one  complete 

bathroom  plus  half  bath 
%  of  total  occupied  units 

N  =  number  of  cases  in  survey  sample  for  variable. 
(  )  =  standard  error  of  the  estimate. 
NA  =  not  available. 

Source:   See  Table  15. 


1970 

1980 

1985 

N 

22,680 

27,125 

11% 

8,443 

15,150 

NA 

4940 

NA 

18% 

19% 

2,775 

3,220 

32.9% 

21% 

8% 
(2.4) 

158 

12.2% 

12% 

11% 
(3.1) 

119 

NA 

217 

NA 

NA 

7% 

NA 

684 

NA 

NA 

21% 

NA 

399 

NA 

NA 

12% 

8,970 

12,008 

NA 

930 

7.7% 

6.0% 

67 

3,890 

4,754 

43.4% 

39.6% 

26% 

69 

NA 

731 

NA 

78.6% 

NA 

NA 

2.1 

1.7 

1,024 

1,071 

11.4% 

8.9% 

2% 

67 

2066 

700 

NA 

23% 

5.8% 

NA 

10,422 

NA 

86.8% 

NA 

TABLE  22.   EMPLOYMENT  AND  INCOME,  THE  SOUTH  END,  1970-1985 

1970    1980    1985     N 


Employinent 

total  labor  force 

%  of  person  over  16 

Unemployment  rate 

Asian  labor  force  unemployment  rate 

Income 

%  of  (Asian)  families  below  poverty 

level 
%  of  unrelated  Asians  below 
poverty  level 

Occupational  Structure  of  Employed 
labor  force 

%  of  service  occupation 

%  of  operators,  labors,  and  etc. 

%  of  raangerials  &  professionals 

%  of  technical  sales  and 
administrative  support 

Occupational  Structure  of  Employed 
Asian  force 

%  of  employees  in  service  occupations 
%  of  employees  in  operators,  labors, 

and  etc. 
%  of  mangerials  &  professional 
%  of  technical  sales  and 
administrative  support 

Industrial  Structure  of  Employed 
Asian  force 

%  of  employees  in  manufacturing  of 

non-durable  goods 
%  in  educational  services 
%  in  health  services 

in  other  professional  services 
in  manufacturing  durable  goods 
in  finance,  insurance,  real  estate 
in  retail 


10,177  13,787 

61.8% 

6.5-6    5.7-8 

NA      NA 


a. 
o 

g. 


NA 
NA 


NA 


NA 
NA 


21.5    27.2 


NA 


NA 

NA 

9.0% 

NA 


7% 

NA 


30.8 

23.0 

NA 

28.3 

17.4 

NA 

19.3 

32.4 

NA 

NA 


NA 


NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

61 


N  =  number  of  cases  in  survey  sample  for  variable. 
(  )  =  standard  error  of  the  estimate. 
NA  =  not  available. 

Source:   U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  1970  and  1980. 

Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  and  Neighborhood  Development 
and  Employment  Agency,  1985  Household  Survey,  conducted  by 
the  Center  for  Survey  Research. 


TABLE  23.   DENSITY  IN  THE  SOUTH  END,  1970-1985 


Population  Density 

persons  per  gross  acre 

Dwelling  Units  Density 
units  per  gross  acre 

Household  Density 

Median  of  persons  per  housing  unit 

Persons  per  unit 

%  of  overcrowded  units 

Median  no.  of  rooms  per  unit 

Persons  per  family 

Total  families 

%  of  all  occupied  units 


1970 
24.9 

10.9 


1980 
30.8 

14.0 


1985 
NA 

14.1 


1985 
N 


NA 

1.57 

1.4 

69 

2.1 

2.1 

1.8 

69 

11.0 

8 

1 

NA 

3.3 

3.4 
(2.4) 

69 

NA 

2.1 

2.9 
(.3) 

18 

3,890 

4,923 

NA 

43.4 

39.6 

Open  Space  Density 

acres  per  1000  population 


1.2 


Parking  Density 

Total  number  of  off-street  parking 
Total  number  of  on-street  parking 

Parking  spaces  per  gross  acre 

Total  number  of  resident/visitor 

parking  space 
%  of  all  parking  spaces 

Occupied  housing  units  with  1  or 

cars 
%  of  total  units 

Ratio  between  resident/visitor 
Parking  spaces  and  housing  units 


NA 
NA 

NA 


NA 
NA 

NA 


NA 
NA 

NA 


NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

5,017 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

39 


N  =  number  of  cases  in  survey  sample  for  variable. 
(  )  =  standard  error  of  the  estimate. 
NA  =  not  available. 

Source:   U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  1970  and  1980. 

Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  and  Neighborhood  Development 
and  Employment  Agency,  1985  Household  Survey,  conducted  by 
the  Center  for  Survey  Research,  1985. 


TABLE  24.   OPEN  SPACE  AND  PARKING  IN  CHINATOWN  *, 

ALLSTON-BRIGHTON,  SOUTH  END  AND  BOSTON,  198  0 

Allston- 

Chinatown  South  End   Brighton   Boston 

Population  (1980) 

Area  (acres) 

Persons  per  acre 

Year-round  housing  units 

Housing  units  per  acre 

Open  space  (acres) 

Open  space  per  1,000  population 

Parking  spaces  (off-street) 

Parking  spaces  per  acre 

Sources:   City  of  Boston,  Boston  Open  Space  and  Recreation  Plan,  1980-1985, 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority,  Planning  Department. 
U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  1980. 


3,552 

27,125 

65,264 

562,994 

69.1 

985.9 

2,918.6 

32,061.0 

51.4 

27.5 

22.4 

17.6 

1,184 

13,761 

29,548 

241,304 

17.1 

14.0 

10.1 

7.5 

2.9 

32.6 

964.0 

2195.7 

0.8 

1.2 

1.2 

3.9 

1,573 

1,271 

NA 

55,000 

22.8 

1.3 

NA 

1.7 

BOSTON  PUBLIC  t-lBRAB^ 

lllllllllilli 

3  9999  06314  844 


